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THEY DID NOT UNDERSTAND ABOUT THE LOAVES 
Pastor Jim Dunn 

 

Mark 6:46-56 

46 And after he had taken leave of them, he went up on the mountain to pray. 

47 And when evening came, the boat was out on the sea, and he was alone on the 

land. 48 And he saw that they were making headway painfully, for the wind was 

against them. And about the fourth watch of the night he came to them, walking on 

the sea. He meant to pass by them, 49 but when they saw him walking on the sea they 

thought it was a ghost, and cried out, 50 for they all saw him and were terrified. But 

immediately he spoke to them and said, “Take heart; it is I. Do not be afraid.” 51 And 

he got into the boat with them, and the wind ceased. And they were utterly 

astounded, 52 for they did not understand about the loaves, but their hearts were 

hardened. 

Jesus Heals the Sick in Gennesaret 

53 When they had crossed over, they came to land at Gennesaret and moored to the 

shore. 54 And when they got out of the boat, the people immediately recognized him 

55 and ran about the whole region and began to bring the sick people on their beds 

to wherever they heard he was. 56 And wherever he came, in villages, cities, or 

countryside, they laid the sick in the marketplaces and implored him that they might 

touch even the fringe of his garment. And as many as touched it were made well. 

 

 

“It blew our socks off.” “The scene was something close to bedlam.” “It was blowing 

my mind.” “We were eyeballing it.”  
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Is that what the disciples said when they saw Jesus walking on the waves? Sounds 

about right. Actually, though, it’s the response they got at Johns Hopkins University two 

weeks ago when NASA unveiled the first close-up photos of Pluto. By now, you may 

have seen the same photos on TV or online. In the photos, the planet Pluto looks a little 

like our moon, not all that mind-blowing or socks-blowing. But the first thing you notice 

is that Pluto looks different than Earth. Our planet looks like a blue and white marble. 

But Pluto looks the color of beige or a light brown. And what about Pluto’s moons? 

Pluto has five moons. Imagine living on Pluto and looking up into the night sky and 

seeing not just one but two moons, or even three, four, or five moons at one time! 

That’s quite different!  

 

Different like Jesus? Different like the way Jesus can be counted on? Counting the 

hours is what the disciples had been doing since they shoved off from shore. The day 

before had been quite different for the disciples. They had watched as Jesus fed 5000 

people with just five loaves and two fish. Then, while He dismissed the crowd, Jesus 

sent them on ahead. They got a boat with a sail and sailed off across the Sea of 

Galilee. What should have taken no more than a couple of hours was taking them all 

night. Because “the wind was against them.” (verse 48) Experienced boat handlers 

that these fishermen were, they knew how to make progress against that wind. But it 

still would have been a long, tiring night. Going up and down on the choppy waves, 

trying to hold down that miraculous meal of loaves and fish they had eaten. Now, it 

was the fourth watch of the night, between 3am and 6am, still a bit dark except 

maybe for some moonlight. When they saw something quite different. They became 

not just afraid but terrified. Verse 48 says Jesus “meant to pass by them.” Perhaps, as 

God had done for Moses. Exodus 33: “And the Lord said, ‘When My glory passes by, I 

will put you, Moses, in a cleft in the rock and cover you with My hand until I have 

passed by.” Jesus “meant to pass by” His disciples by walking on the waves. He meant 

to show them His glory, to unveil the very glory of God.  
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But the disciples didn’t get it. They didn’t get that they were gazing upon the unveiled 

glory of God. They thought they were seeing a ghost. And afterwards, they admitted 

that they didn’t get the feeding of the 5000 either. Verse 52: “They were utterly 

astounded, for they did not understand about the loaves.” 

 

What didn’t they understand about the loaves? What didn’t they get about Jesus? 

That while Jesus was one of them, He was also different from them. On their own, they 

could not feed 5000 people with five loaves and two fish. But Jesus can.  

They still didn’t get it a couple weeks later. Again, Jesus fed a whole crowd with just 

seven loaves and a few small fish. And again afterwards the disciples were sitting in a 

boat, this time with Jesus sitting among them. And they became concerned that they 

had only one loaf for the 12 of them. Mark 8:16: They said, “We have no bread.” 

Again, they did not understand about the loaves. They didn’t get it.  

 

Maybe, we don’t get it either. We may have learned not to count on other people. To 

believe that people are for the most part unreliable. So, we may not trust people, may 

have trouble forming close relationships, and may not even realize that we’re trying to 

avoid close relationships. We may even try to keep Jesus at a distance. Don’t even 

want to use His name. It’s far too informal, too intimate, too friendly. Stick to calling Him 

God. That feels more comfortable. But it may also have us wondering why at times 

God feels so far away when we need His help. So, we may see God as unreliable. He 

can’t be counted on. He seems loving one day and seems like He’s trying to teach us 

a lesson the next.  

 

Did God slam the disciples in order to teach them a lesson when they didn’t get it? 

When they were looking right at Jesus walking on the waves, unveiling the glory of 

God, but were terrified thinking they were seeing a ghost, did Jesus teach them a 

lesson by letting them remain afraid or by letting them fight the wind for another four 

hours? No. Verse 50 says that “immediately Jesus spoke to them and said, “Take heart; 

it is I. Stop being afraid.” Then, He got in the boat with them and the wind died down.  
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Later when they still did not understand about the loaves, still did not see Jesus as 

different from them, did Jesus inform them, “Guys, I’m going to have to let you go. I 

need to get some better disciples”? No. We are told in the next verses that Jesus took 

the disciples with Him to go out and heal people. It says people were healed even if 

they just touched the edge of His cloak. So, Jesus was continuing to unveil before 

these disciples the glory of God, continuing to reveal to them who He really was 

patiently, kindly, repeatedly. Repeatedly revealing to them how different from them 

He was. Even in His suffering and dying where He was most like us, wanting to avoid 

the suffering if it was the Father’s will, in pain, in sorrow at His abandonment, bleeding 

from His wounds, even then He revealed how different He was when He forgave His 

torturers. Then, Jesus unveiled the glory of God in the oddest, strangest way by His 

unexpected death and by His resurrection from the tomb.  

 

Jesus is still unveiling to us God’s glory patiently, kindly, repeatedly, even when we 

keep Him at a distance, even when we see God as unreliable. The Bible says God is 

love in1 John 4:16. He is constantly finding ways to reveal that love to us. He does not 

slam us in order to teach us a lesson. He does not reject us and replace us. We see 

that in His Word. He tells us in Ephesians 1:17 that He wants us to know Him better and 

in Colossians 1:10 that He wants us to grow in knowledge of Him. Perhaps so that we 

wouldn’t see Him as trying to teach us a lesson. Perhaps He wants us to know Him 

better, grow closer to Him, so that we see Him as love. That as it says in Psalm 103: “He 

is gracious and compassionate, slow to anger, and abounding in steadfast love.”  

This love, this true identity of His, of God’s, Jesus keeps revealing to us kindly, patiently, 

repeatedly in the Lord’s Supper and Baptism, through music and the arts, through the 

smiles and fellowship of people He places in our life. This love, this true identity of His, 

this reliability, His continued presence in our world He unveils every time someone 

forgives as He did, when someone forgives someone else in a situation where only 

revenge and anger and violence would seem like the rational response.  

 

You see, the God who forgave at the cross does not try to teach us a lesson through 

personal tragedy. Nor reject us. Rather, He patiently, kindly, repeatedly unveils for us 

His glory and love.  
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So that we will just marvel at how wonderful He is. So that we will see how different 

from us He is. So that we will see that we are not Jesus, and He is not us. He is reliable. 

He can be counted on. He loves us so much He became one of us. At the same time 

He is different from us, as different as five moons shining in a nighttime sky. He who fed 

thousands with a few loaves, who walked on waves, whose cloak fringe alone healed 

folks will heal us so that we can see people as reliable, and forgive when they’re not 

and give them another chance, and, especially to see Jesus as the One we can 

count on.      

 

Amen 

 


